
August Achleitner-M,.™-
Following the successful launch of

the third redesign of the Porsche

911 developed during his 18-year

stint as product director of the iconic

sports car, “Mr. 911,” August Achleitner,
is transitioning to retirement. The

Austrian-born mechanical engineer,
who started at Porsche in the chassis

development department in 1983, will
hand the reins to Porsche’s current head

of motorsports, Frank- Steffen Walliser.

We caught up with AclileiLnei at the

official introduction of the 911 Cabriolet.

is developing the next 911 the

world's easiest or hardest job?

What, we are presenting today has

involved decisions made over the past
three years, and the Porsche engineer
is always creative. There are of course

new ideas. We get results out of pre-

development activities. We get results
of feedback from the customer and from

the press, of course, and we have to fulfill
requirements from all over the world.
We mix it together and define the next

sports car after this one— which is obvi-

ously better than the old one.

Your predecessor introduced water-

cooling. What was your biggest change?

The change from the normally aspirated

engines Lu the turbocharged Carreras.

This was not an easy decision forus

because our normally aspirated engines

had a characteristic sound and the

ability to rev to almost 8,000 rpm. We

decided, OK, let’s change tn the turbo-

charged engine, but we want to keep the
behavior and the characteristic of the

normally aspirated engines. We still rev

lu 7,500. This, in combination with high
torque at low revs, makes the engine
better than the old one.

What about plans to electrify the 911?

With the new 992 vehicle, we wanted to
make the car suitable for the future, and

that includes the possibility to integrate
an electric drive. The newfnur-shaft

PDK is more compact, so we could offer

more space between these shafts and the

engine itse If where we can integrate an

electric motor. The electronic platform
of this car is the same system as in the

Panamera.

Why not offer hybridization from the

start? We are also developing the Tayran,

the new relectrically driven Macan, and

a new platform with Audi. We have no

What would an electrified 911 look like?

We are thinking of a 919 [hybrid Le

Mans racer] because this is the combi-

nation that is embracing a 911. A 911

must be attractive from the sports

driver' poinl of view. It must produce fun
in the car, and the car has to be fast.

engineers left to deliver such tech-

nology also for the 911.

You had responsibility for the 718 cars,

as well. Do you ever daydream about

putting the biggest, best 911 engines in

the 718? This would not work. In very

powerful Buxster cars like Ihe GTS, we

see some thermodynamic limitations

of the car coming with the exhaust

Porsche is on record vowing to keep

the GT3 models naturally aspirated.

How much more power can these

engines develop?

The situation right now is not so easy

fulfilling emissions requirements—

especially in Europe with a particulate

filter. So I expect a small increase in

power for the next generation.

Can displacement increase?

Today’s relationship between bore and

stroke is optimum. Maybe wcil try it,

but the masses become even bigger with

more displacement. So this 4.0-liter
today is quite optimum.

Your competitors are dropping

manual transmissions. Might the 911

soon follow? We will introduce the

manual around the end of this year in

the 992, and right now wc plan that

for the future. Maybe it’s a little more

influenced by legal requirements for

emissions, noise, and so on, but for now

we don’t want to stop it The customers

want it especially in the U.S.

system and the special layout. Also, the

strut rear axle in the 718. to install more

power in this car would create really
big changes in the rear part of the car to

make it suitable and also really fast.

Frank Markus

Porsche Pressespiegel am Wochenende 29. Juni 2019 14
Nu

r z
um

 in
te

rn
en

 G
eb

ra
uc

h.
 E

in
e 

W
ei

te
rg

ab
e 

ist
 n

ic
ht

 g
es

ta
tt

et
.

Unternehmen

Motor Trend | USA | 01.08.2019 | Reach: keine Angabe

###PDFMARKER###https://prime-intra.net/print/2019/08/01/85/C8/2A/16/5D/5D162AC885.pdf###PDFEND###%HIGHLIGHTSTART%874%HIGHLIGHTEND%


